
finalize your plan
- With no less than 6 months prior to retirement, you should 
have a plan in place. Your advisor should know:
    * How much to send to your bank each month
    * Your risk tolerance, beneficiaries, and general tax picture
    * Planned expenditures (vehicle purchase, travel, etc.)

- Unexpected costs in the first few years of retirement can   
   really derail your plan.
- If you haven’t saved enough, consider delaying retirement. 

expect the unexpected

- Ask the uncomfortable questions:
    * How long have you been an advisor and what are your areas  
    of expertise?
    * What are the fees and how quickly can I withdraw my
       entire balance should the need arise?
    *You should be able to feel trust with your advisor.

decide which advisor(s) you will use

1-3  YEARS BEFORE RETIREMENT

- Interview several advisors, they aren’t all the same.
- Costs? Benefits? Experience? Contingency Plan? Products?
- Be skeptical of guarantees and “too good to be true”.

contact financial advisors

- Knowing how much you spend vs. how much you make is crucial. 
- What changes once you retire?  
- If you need to save more, starting now ups your odds.

Begin budgeting

Assess Your Assets
- How much do you have in your retirement accounts?
- How much do you need?

3-5  YEARS BEFORE RETIREMENT
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Look at your statements
- Review your retirement accounts quarterly.
- Do your investments match your risk tolerance?
- Maintain open communication with your advisor, they are your  
   biggest financial advocate.

- The first few months either fly by or drag on depending on    
   your activity level.
- Routines keep your mind sharp.
- Exercise and interaction keep the body going.

keep yourself active

- Are you meeting your spending goals?
- Your advisor is like your doctor, they need to know everything  
   about your financial picture.

Judge yourself - early and often

retirement and 12 months later

- Even if they don’t pay the bills, your spouse must be involved              
   in the retirement plan.
 - They should be familiar with your plan and your advisor in   
    case of tragedy.

involve your spouse

- You’ve worked hard for many years, are you living within your  
   means?
- If your retirement income is less than your salary, it’s going         
  to be an adjustment to spend less.  Practice before you are      
  forced.

Hone your execution skills

Get ready! by now you:
- Have informed HR of your last day.
- Know your monthly expenses.
- Have met your savings goals.
- Should complete a final pre-retirement meeting with your     
   advisor.

3 months BEFORE RETIREMENT
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